English IV AP Research Project
Using the summer reading novel that you read, you will write a research paper over it.
Here is a brief overview of how you will proceed:

1.  Hopefully you read the novel looking at it with a critical eye.  

2.  Now that the (biographical and critical) reading is complete, you will write a research paper that centers on issues which you find important and need to defend, challenge or further explain.  
3.  You will need to read a variety of critical works to find out what others have said about the areas you have mentioned in your prospectus.  You will need to use a notebook in order to write notes and to keep a bibliography page.  This is a very important process that I will periodically check without warning.

You will have other due dates for things like an outline, rough draft, etc, that I will give you.  This will be a very time consuming paper do not wait till the last minute to complete.  

Your paper will need the following:

· You will need to research information on the main topic.  You will be looking at the work through a critical lens.  
· You will then need to support or refute the criticism by providing insightful examples that you have found through your research.  Or you will use the findings of critical writers and apply those findings to analyze your novel.  
· You will need to maintain a notebook with notes.  A minimum of 20 pages.  

· Within the notebook a bibliography, not counted as one of the 20 pgs of notes.
· Prospectus

· Outline

· Annotated Bibliography 

· Work Cited

· The paper must be 10 to 15 pages long.  Nothing under 10 pages will be accepted. 
· Must have at least 5 sources, including but not limited to the internet, database, and book/print source.  Other sources may include magazines, interviews, newspapers, television documentaries, personal interviews, Internet sources, etc.  You may not use an encyclopedia or Wikipedia. 

· At least 10 parenthetical documentations; each source listed on the works cited page must have at least 1 parenthetical documentation in the paper.

· The paper must be typed.  Double spaced.  12 pt. Times New Roman font with 1/2 inch margins all around.  

· Coversheet

You will not be graded solely on the paper itself, but also on the process.  You will need to meet deadlines in order to receive a grade.  

Research papers are not book reports in which you merely report facts.  A research paper looks to discover and answer questions.  Do not merely restate facts you find, you must show insight and provide evidence to support your stance.  

If you find that you are having problems, come see me sooner than later that way I can steer you in the right direction and ensure that you will receive a good grade.  

Due Dates

_____ 1 page prospectus Oct 23/24
_____ Annotated Bibliography Nov 6/7
_____ Outline Nov 6/7
_____ Rough Draft Nov 27/28
_____ Notebook Nov 27/28
_____ Final Draft Dec 5/6
